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330 BOOK REVIEWS. 

Students of the law will find this book excellent reading 
preparatory to the study of Constitutional Law. No one can 
read the story of that long struggle in the Convention of 
1787 without feeling a deeper reverence for the Constitution 
and for the great men who framed it. R. E. 



The National Bank Act, with all its Amendments, 
Annotated and Explained. By John M. Gould. Pp. 
xvi-)-288. Boston ; Little, Brown & Co. 1904. 
The title of this book accurately expresses its contents. The 
author has reprinted the National Bank Act of 1864 and has 
inserted in their logical positions the numerous amendments 
which have been made to it. The sectioning of the Revised 
Statutes has been followed, and after each section a note 
summarizes the Federal and state decisions which modify or 
explain its provisions. The subject of each section is printed 
in black letter and a table of cases and an exhaustive index 
facilitate the use of the volume. The author has produced a 
handy book which brings under one cover all the statutes and 
decisions to September, 1904, on the subject of national banks. 
For the convenience of reference he has added as appendices 
the several constitutions and rules of the New York, Boston, 
and Chicago Clearing House Associations, together with the 
Constitution of the American Bankers' Association. The 
volume is complete and should prove of practical service both 
to the banker and to the lawyer. A. S. F. 



Street Railway Reports Annotated (Cited St. Ry. Rep.), 
Reporting the Electric Railway and Street Railway 
Decisions of the Federal and State Courts in the 
United States. Edited by Frank B. Gilbert, of the 
Albany Bar. Vol. ii. Pp. xix+1051. Albany, N. Y. : 
Matthew Bender. 1904. 

A large proportion of the cases now litigated in the courts 
are negligence cases of various kinds and many of these 
are street railway cases. It is convenient and desirable, there- 
fore, to have the great mass of cases involving the rights and 
liabilities of street railways reported in a separate set of 
reports. This is the second volume of such a series. It con- 
tains the cases decided since November, 1903, in the Federal 
courts and in the state courts of last resort, together with the 
most important ones decided in lower courts. The cases are 
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grouped according to jurisdictions. The notes appended are 
exhaustive and very interesting. Those on " Imputed Negli- 
gence," " Municipal Control of Street Railways," " Eminent 
Domain by Street Railways," and " Street-Car Transfers" are 
especially good. 

The practising attorney who handles many street railway 
cases will find this series of reports very useful. 

C. W. W. 



The Monroe Doctrine. By T. B. Edgington, Esq., of the 

Bar of Memphis. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 1905. 

Mr. Edgington has prepared a most valuable work on this 
much discussed but generally misunderstood question con- 
cerning the traditional foreign policy of this republic, with 
the object of placing before the ruling millions more accurate 
knowledge of the principles and policies of their government. 

The author points out the fact that while what is com- 
monly known as the Monroe Doctrine is generally conceded 
to have originated with President Monroe's famous message 
to Congress, it is in reality as old as the republic itself, con- 
stituting one of the foundation-stones on which our institu- 
tions are constructed, and that it was the " mere restatement 
of the original and fundamental policy of the government in 
another form," which fact he proves conclusively by quota- 
tions from state papers from Washington's time on. Not 
only this, but that Mr. Canning, the British Foreign Secretary, 
had no small part in the events leading up to the message, 
if, indeed, he did not inspire it, as is shown by the correspond- 
ence carried on between the two governments through their 
representatives, to which the second chapter is devoted, and 
which throws much light on international aflfairs at that time. 

The different phases of the question considered by the 
author cannot all be noticed here, but, as especially noteworthy, 
are to be mentioned the chapters devoted to a consideration 
of the Hague Tribunal and the international convention of 
American states which met at Mexico not long after, and 
their far-reaching effect. Closely allied with this question is 
the consideration of what is known as the Calvo Doctrine, 
in conformity with which the Latin-American states seek 
to build up a system of American international law, not only 
for the government of the republics in this hemisphere, but 
also for the government of their foreign relations with Europe 
and the entire world, which is contrary to the principles of 
international law and also, as the author shows, antagonistic 
to the Monroe Doctrine. Therefore the United States should 



